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At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Preſident, 
Governors and Subſcribers-to-the COUNTY 
INFIRMARY at NOS; on nn. 


5906 225 1748. 


A® REED, That their Thanks be given to the 
Ris bt Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Peterborough, for 
bis Sermon preached this Day before them; and that 
His Lordſhip xp 9 ta deliver a Copy of the ſame 10 
this St Q TIET to be printed immediately. 


Northam ton, Preſid dent. 


Publik' by Order of the 
' Governors, to be ſold 
for the Benefit of the 
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rity 
2 Henry Willey, Sec. 
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T 0 
The Moſt Noble 


JOHN, Duke of MonTacv, 
Grand Viſitor; 


The Right Honourable 
JAMES, Earl of NoxrHAurrox, 


Perpetual Preſident ; 


AND 


The Reſt of the GOVERNORS 


of the CouN Ty INFIRMARY at 
Northampton; 


This SERMON 
Is. inſcribed by 


Their moſt Obedient Servant, 


Peterborough, 
Sept. 25, 1748. 


JOHN, PRT ERBOROU GE. 


The following SERMONS (/old for the 
Benefit of the Charity) may be bad at the 
County Infirmary in Northampton ; of Mr, 
Dicey's Newſmen; or. of Mr, Dod, 
Bookſeller to the Society for promoting 
Thriſtian Knowledge, in Ave-Mary-Lane, 


London. 


T. HE Rev. Dr. Ricbard Grey's Sermon (to 

which are added the STATUTES and 
RULES of the Society) preach'd at the Opening 
of the County Infirmary at Nortbampton, on Thurſday, 
March 29, 1744. 3 


2. The Rev. Mr. Thomas Holme's Sermon, preach'd 
at the Anniyerſary Meeting, Od. 24, 1745. 


3. The Rev. Mr. Henry Layng's Sermon, preach'd 
at the Anniverſary Meeting, Sept. 22, 1746. 


4. The Rev. Dr. Hawley Biſhop's Sermon, preach'd 
at the Anniverſary Meeting, Sept. 22, 1747. 


g. The Lord Bi hop of Peterborough's Sermon, 
preach'd at the Anniverſary Meeting, Sept 22, 1748. 


e 
N. B. Before the Foundation of the Infirmary, 4 Sermon, with a peculiar 
Reference to the Defign, was preach'd at the Diſſenting Meeting- Houſe in 
Northampton, by the Rev. Dr. Philip Doddridge, —prbhfp'd at the Reguel 
of thoſe who beard it; — and fold by J. Waugh, in Grace-Church-ftreety 
London; and by" W, Dicey, in Northampton»---tbe Propriztors of the 
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JOHN v. 6, 7. 


When Teſus ſaw him lie, and knew 
that he had been now a long time 
in that Caſe, he ſaith unto him, 
Wilt thou be made whole ? 

The impotent Man anſwer d him, 
Sir, I have no Man, when the 
Water is troubled, to put me into 
the Pool; but, while I am coming, 
another ſleppeth down before me. 


* — * hind 2 


T has been Matter of ſome Enquiry | 
among Learned Men, Whether the Cures, 1 
that were wrought at the Pool of Betheſda, | 
were effected in a Natural or Miraculous 
Manner ? | 7 | 

ONE of the beſt Methods of forming a 
right Judgment upon this Point, is to attend 
cloſely to the Evangeliſt's Relation, and to 
obſerve, whether it be not attended with ſuch 
Circumſtances, . as may afford Light enough 
to direct us. And here it is obſervable, that 
the Perſon, who firſt ſtep'd into the Pool 
ater it was troubled, under whatever Diſeaſe 
or Infirmity he labour'd, was made whole : 


It 


wi: 4 
It was of no Conſequence, with regard 
to his Cure, how long, or how ſhort a ® 
Time he had been afflicted, whether 
thirty-eight Days, or thirty-eight Years, it 
he could but ftep t in, he was fure of being 
reſtor'd to perfect Health: No Repetition, as 
far as appears, was neceſſary; it was not 
requir'd, how deſperate ſoever the Cafe might 
be, that he ſhould waſb even ſeven times. (a/ 
As AN, if you ſuppoſe the Cures to be | 
wrought by any Power or Virtue in the Waters | 
themſelves, it is hardly to be conceiv'd, that | 
only the Firſt, who flepp'd. in, ſhould be | 
made whole : Their Medicinal Virtue could not 
probably have been ſo ſoon. exhauſted, but that 
more might have felt its beneficial Influence: 
Caſes leſs deſperate and inveterate than the firſt 
might have come in for ſome Share of its | 
healing Quality. bes 
| 2 ix this Troubling of the Water 
bad not been miraculous; and the Perſon, 
who troubled it, an Angel ſent for that 
Purpoſe ; it will not be eaſy to aſſign a Reaſon, | 
why this Water was not oftner troubled ; A 
common Meſſenger might have been always 
ready, and at hand. 
Taz Evangeliſt has indeed inform'd us 
that the Angel came down at a certain Seaſon, 
at ſome Feſtival Time, probably the Feaſt of 
the Paſſover; and by the Mention of this 
particular Circumſtance ſeems to lead us into 
the Opinion, that the Cures were — a 
ä or 
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(a) 2 Kings V. 10. 


( 3) 

For if an healing Virtue had reſided in the 
Waters themſelves, it may reaſonably be 
concluded, that whenever they had been 
troubled, this Healing Virtue would in ſome 
Degree and Meaſure have exerted itſelf : For 
tho the Feaſt of the Paſſover might be the 
fitteſt Seaſon, it can hardly be conceiv'd, 
that theſe Waters, which wrought ſuch 
ſurprizing Effects then, ſhould at all other 
Times be depriv'd of any Power or Virtue : 
It appears likewiſe natural to conclude, from 
the Evangeliſt's Relation, that Theſe Diſtem- 
per'd Perſons knew This certain Seaſon, and 
attended accordingly ; for we cannot reaſon- 
ably imagine, that they lay there continually, 
under an utter Uncertainty when any Relief 
was to be expected. 
IT ſhould ſeem indeed at firſt View, from 
this Circumſtance of the Angel troub/ing the 
Water, that. there was a Medicinal Virtue in 
the Water itſelf, which was excited, and 
call'd forth by this Motion, or rather Agitation ; 
but as This is the only Circumſtance which 
leads this Way, and is very far from being 
decifive in the Caſe, too much Streſs muſt not 
be laid upon it: And upon the Whole it 
appears extremely improbable that Theſe Waters 
ſhould have had ſuch a Medicinal, healing 
Virtue upon the Blind, and Lame, and ſuch 
as had any Part of their Body ſhrunk, or 
even wither'd, entirely depriv'd: of all Senſe 
and Motion, in ſhort upon every Malady, 
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where not only a Diverſity, but even 


Contrariety of Treatment is requir'd, unleſs 
the Uſe of them had been attended with a 
peculiar extraordinary Bleſſing. 
WHEN the MiracuJous Virtue of This 
Pool firſt diſcover'd itſelf, how long before 
the Sufferings of Our Saviour, when the 
Great Fountain for Sin and for Uncleanneſs 


was open' d, and how long it laſted for 


reſtoring the Impotent, are not Points eaſy to 
be determin'd ; It has, however, with great 
Propriety, been conſider'd as a Type and 
Forerunner of that Sacrifice, which taketh 


away the Sins of the World, and which, if 


we are not wanting to ourſelves, cleanſes and 
reſtores our Nature. *3 | 


Hap the - ſame Care and Impartiality 


prevail'd at the Pool of ' Betheſda, which is fo 
ſtrictly obſerv'd in that Charitable Inſtitution, 
which . diſtinguiſhes _ this Day, the poor 
Impotent had not been thus neglected: And 
indeed this Conſideration led me into the 
Subject I have choſen: The Compaſſion and 
generous Reſentment We naturally feel upon 
reading this affecting, intereſting Paſlage, 
( whether we conſider the Lengthof his Diſeaſe, 
his Patience, ' and Perſeverance under it, or the 


Inbumanity with which he was treated in this 


helpleſs Condition) gives us à quicker Senſe of 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction, upon obſerving that 
Complaints and Diſappointmentsof this Nature 
will find no Place in This INF lan : 
| tha 
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that the Greatneſs of their Diſtreſs, who 
apply to it, will give them the ſurer Title 
to this Retreat; and that when the poor 
Impotent is coming, particular Care will be 
taken that another ſhall not ep in before him. 
By the Increaſe of thee INFIRMARIES, 
Opportunities will be eaſy and frequent; 
and no preſſing Object can be long without 
Relief. 5 
Tux Preſent Help which Theſe Charitable 
Inſtitutions afford to Thoſe diſtreſs'd Objects, 
who have Recourſe to them, cannot but 
recommend them to peculiar Notice and 
Encouragement: In many Caſes great Danger 
ariſes from Delay; and it is, we know, 
frequently ſaid, that if proper Aſſiſtance 
could have been procur'd in Time, a Limb 
or a Life might have been preſerv'd: And in 
all Caſes, a ſpeedy and right Application are 
of ſingular Service. 
Ir is true, ALL Parts of this County are not 
ituated alike conveniently for receiving this 
Preſent Help; but an Objection, form'd upon 
this unavoidable Circumſtance, would be as 
unreaſonable, as it is ungenerous: This muſt 
neceſſarily happen in the Nature and Courſe 
of Things; and unleſs INFIRMARIES 
could be erected and ſupported in every Pariſh 
in the County (which can hardly be expected, 
eren in this Compaſſionate and Benevolent 
Age) it cannot be otherwiſe : The. Patients, 
therefore, muſt be at different Diitances 8 
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6 N 
this Place of Refuge; but the greateſt 
Diſtance is not fo conſiderable, as long to 


deprive them of its Comforts; and it is, 


no doubt, an Happineſs to all, to them that 
are yar, as well as to them that are nigh, to 
have ſuch a Place to flee unto, where the 
Time, that can be ſuppos'd to be loft, and 
the Expence that can be incurr'd in travelling 
to their Cure, will probably be fully made up 
to them by the Speedineſs and Safety, with 
which it is effected. (a) 

Fox This Help is not only at all Times 
ready, but it 1s the fafe and proper Help, 
adminiſter'd by Perſons who are regularly 
bred up to the Profeſſions, which they 
exerciſe, who from Study and Experience 
are intimately acquainted with the Human 
Syſtem, and who know its delicate and curious, 
but yet weak and frail, Contexture: This is, 
undoubtedly, a yery great Advantage attending 
Thefe Retreats ; and there is another at leaſt, 
I think, of equal Confequence, which 1: 
this, that by this Means they are not ſuffer d 
to fall into the Hands of the Unfkilful, who, 
in proportion to their Ignorance, are generally 
raſh and enterprizing ; and "who, if they 
want Integrity as well as Knowledge, which 
J fear is ſometimes the Cafe, are a rer 
Burden than any they pretend to Wn ] 
ky Din Weir uc 


(a) See Appendix (Page xiv) to Pr. Grey's Sermon, 
preached before the Preſident and Governors at the Opening 
of this INFIRMARY, on March 29, 1744. 
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Such Perſons, who ſee little or nothing of 
the Depth of the Deſign, the Artifice of the 
Contrivance, the Correſpondence of Means 
to Ends, the Symmetry of the General 
Parts, and the Beauty and Harmony of the 
whole Workmanſhip, will be leſs apt to treat 
it with Tenderneſs and Care: Ignorant of 
thoſe brittle Springs which ſo ſoon ſnap 
aſunder, of thoſe complicated Movements 
which are ſo eaſily diſturb'd, or obſtructed, 
and yet upon which, under God, the Life of 
Man depends, the York of their Hands will 
be blind. and arbitrary, not guided by that 
thorough Inſight into the Human Frame, 
which ought to preſide over all their Operations, 
Tun common Proviſions for the Poor will 
by no means anſwer in theſe Seaſons of 
Adver/ity : Nor will the ſingle Charity of any 
particular Perſon, in the uſual and ordinary 
Proportion, in which it is.diſtributed, be 
ſufficient to carry them through the expenſive 
Progreſs of a Cure: When a Limb is broken, 
or when ſome... inveterate and ſtubborn 
Diſtemper is to be. remov'd, accidental and 
caſual Charity is too ſmall and too uncertain 
a Fund: The Time which Cures of this 
Nature generally require, and the neceſſary 
Expences attending them, might involve 2 
Private Benefactor farther than he at firſt 
propos d, might make him weary of Well. 
doing, (a) if they did not oblige him to deſiſt ; 
IS B 2 Whereas 

e) Gal. vi. 9. | 


J 


(8) 
Whereas the Combin'd Force of Theſe 
Charitable Inſtitutions is not to be intimidated, 
much leſs defeated, by Conſiderations of thi 
Kind, 

Tur Ir. ande Poor, when they are in 
Health and Vigour, go forth to their Wark 
and to their Labour, (a) and eat their Bread 
with Gladneſs, as well as Singleneſs of Heart; (b) 
but Sickneſs requires to be treated with 
Delicacy and Tenderneſs; it ſhould be 
watch'd and tended with the greateſt Aſſiduity 
and Compaſſion ; and all the Indulgence 
imaginable ſhould be employ'd in making 
the Bed of Languiſhing (c) as eaſy as 
poſſible. But how can theſe Ends be fo 

effectually anſwer'd, as by this Sort of Publick 
Care? With regard to the Induſtrious Poor, 
the Moment the Diſtemper ſeizes him, a Stop 
is put to that Labour by which he liv'd, and 
he is at the fame Time threaten'd with Pain 
and Poverty: In this helpleſs Condition his 
Wants, which before were few and moderate, 
increaſe upon him, and, at the Time when 
all Supplies from his own Induſtry are entirely 
cut off, diſquiet and haraſs . him with large 
and preſſing Demands: Surely the Care of 
ſuch a Perſon is providentially devoly'd upon 
Others; it could never be intended, that he 
ſhould lie and periſh; but that Some One 
ſhould act the Part of the Good Samaritan, 


take him Ly and fend him to an Inn, (d) to 
ſome 


(4) Pl. civ. 23. (6) Ass ii, 46. (e) Pf. xli. 3. () Lake x. 30. 
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. 1 
ſome Houſe of 1 where he may be 
treated with Care and Compaſſion, till he 
ſhall . be releas d one way or other by the 
good Providence of God. ; 

THE Order, and Quiet, and (a) Cleanlineſs 
of Theſe Places are Circumſtances very 
favourable to the Patients, and greatly promote 
and facilitate their Cure: In this calm Retreat 
the Medicines are not only duly adminiſter'd, 
but are moſt likely to have their due Effect, 
when they are unembaraſs'd with the Buſineſs 
and Fatigue of Life, and have withdrawn 
themſelves from the Noiſe and Buſtle of it: 
All Care is taken off from them, but that of 
contributing, by a regular Behaviour, to their 
own Recovery; and proper Perſons are 
appointed to attend continually upon this very 
Thing, (6) to miniſter to their Wants, (c) 
— 1 DU e HERE 


la) Upon this Occaſion, I cannot forbear recommending, 
where the Rooms are cloſe, and the Number of ſick Patients 
preat, the Uſe of Ventilators, invented by the Worthy and 
ngenious Dr. Hales, who turns all his Thoughts and Study 
to the Service of Mankind: As this Contrivance conveys 
off the warm, foul Air, and lets in cool and freſh upon the 
Patients, . it cannot but afford a very great and ſenſible Relief 
to All; to Thoſe eſpecially, who lie ſpiritleſs, and gaſping 
under the Weight and Severity of their Diſeaſes. | 

The Intelligence which has lately been received 
from Abroad, of the good Succeſs attending this Invention on 
board ſome 'of his Majeſty's Ships (the Particulars of which 
will, as I have Reaſon to believe, be quickly laid before the 
Publick) illuſtrates, in a very ſtriking Manner, the great 
Importance of it; and will, I doubt not, recommend theſe 
Ventilators to the Uſe of all INFIRMARIES, as well as 
to thoſe who have the Direction of the MARINE, 

| (6) Rom, xiii. 6. (c) Phil, ii. 25. 


| 


(10) 


HERE likewiſe are they under the happy | 


Neceſſity of obſerving that Brick Temperance, 


which is of ſuch confeſsd Importance towards | 
acquiring and preſerving a good State of |} 
Health ; and may be prevail'd upon to make | 


the Practice of this Virtue, however at fir 
obtruded upon them by their Diſtempers, 
for the future Matter of Choice, and bring it 
to a ſettled Habit: When they feel the 
Comforts and - Advantages of Temperance, 


and trace up their own Diſeaſes and Misfor. 


tunes to the Neglect, or to the Want of it, 
This Virtue will probably take faſt bold of 


them, and preſide, as it ought, for the Time 


to come, over their Lives and Actions: And 
indeed Health, when it. is. not- under the 
Conduct of This Virtue, proves a Snare; it 
enables them to run into the greater Exceſs of 
Riot, and fortifies them againſt the Fears 
and Pains of Intemperance. 

UNDER all theſe Advantages and Invitations, 
with what Satisfaction, and even Alacrity, 
will the Sons and Daughters of Afliction 
betake themſelves to Theſe Retreats! The 
pleaſing Proſpect of having their Cute carried 
on with Skill, and Tenderneſs, and Diſpatch, 
will raiſe and ſupport their Spirits, and moſt 


effectually reconcile them to that particular 
Regimen, however ſharp or ſevere, which 


their Cate is judg'd to regis, 


Bor 


TY Ef > ME 

Bur there is one Advantage, which muſt 
by no means be omitted, when we are 
enumerating the Uſes and Benefits of This 
Excellent Charity ; I mean the. Care that is 
taken to make Religious Impreſſions at the 
Seaſon, when we are fo peculiarly difpos'd to 
receive them: It is with Pleaſure I have 
obſery'd, that a particular Attention is paid to 
this Point in Our INFIRMARY, by the 
voluntary Advice and Attendance of thoſe 
Worthy Perfons, whoſe Situation is near, and 
who ate therefore capable of ſerving the 
Patients in this important Intereſt, without 
neglecting or deſerting their own Charge; 
who relieve. One Another in this Poſt of 
Honour, as well as Labour of Love; (a) and 
who, whilſt all proper Care is taken of the 
Maladies of their Bodies, warch for their 
Souls ; (6) who obſerve all the favourable 
Openings and Avenues to their Minds, and 
when they perceive them to be ſedate and 
ſerious, and their Paſſions at reſt, lay held 
of this convenient Seaſon to reaſon of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Temperance, and Fudgment to come; (c) 
and to convince them; from their own 
Experience, ds well as from the Weight of 
other Arguments, that All is Vanity, (d) but 
the Fear of God, and the keeping bis 
Cormandments: (e) Atthis favourable Juncture, 
when they are poſſeſs d of all that Seriouſneſs, 


(a) 1 Theſſ. j. 3. () Heb. xiii 17. (eh Ads xxiv. 25. 
(4) Eccleſ. x1. g. * Fact 3 4 | N 


12) | 

and Attention, . to this World, 
which the Bed of Sickneſs naturally inſpires, 
it would be unpardonable, I ſay, not to catch 
at this Opportunity of ſetting their Minds 
in Order, (a) and giving them the true and happy 
(5) Bent for Religion and Virtue. And, for this 
Reaſon, I cannot but hope, that, as Thi; 
INFIRMARY gains Strength, ſome ſettled 
Proviſion will be made for the Daily Offices 
of Religion, and for the Maintenance of ſome 
proper Perſon, who ſhall con/tantly attend the 
Spiritual Wants of Thoſe, who come hither 
for the Relief of their Bodily Infirmities, 

Is you can return them to the World, not 
only with a healthful Body, but with regulated 
Affections, and a virtuous Mind, you have 
been Benefactors indeed: They will have 
Reaſon. to reflect with Pleaſure upon thoſe 
Sufferings and Pains, which have had ſuch an 
happy Tendency, and have. been working 
together for their Good : (c) They will fully 
experience the Truth of the Wiſe Man's 
Aſſertion, that it is better to go to the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to go to the Houſe of Feaſting, 
for that is the End of all Men, and the Living 
all lay it to Heart: (d) In the Houſe of 
| FOES: 15. Mourning, 


CIS (a) 1 Cor. xi. $4.7 
(5) T hope theſe good Purpoſes. may be promoted by a 
little Piece lately publiſh'd, intitled, 4 Friendly Letter to a 
Patient juft admitted into an INFIRMARY : — And that the 
ferious Peruſal of it may greatly aſſiſt a well-diſpos'd Patient 
in the Diſcharge of Religious Offices. 8 e 
2 (c) Rom. viii. 28. (a4) Eccleſ. vii. 2. 
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( 13) 
Mourning, the Heart, out of which are the 
Iſues of Life, (a) is made better, is refin'd and 


purified, is call'd off from Objects which cannot 


ſatisfy it, and by acquarnting itſelf with God, 


is at Peace! (5) But the Caſe is quite 

different, generally ſpeaking, in the Houſe of 
Feaſting ; here Thought is diffipated, the 
Paſſions undiſciplin'd, and Virtue itſelf thrown 
off its Guard, 

I HAVE been the longer upon this Point, 
becauſe I fear it has not always had its due 
Weight in ALL the Charitable Inſtitutions of 
this Nature, Some may- probably imagine, . 
that if ſeveral Caſes of theſe Patients a 
judiciou y conſider d, and Care is taken to 
reſtore them to their Health, as ſoon as may 
be, the End of Theſe INFIRMARIES is 
fully anſwer d, and the Perſons, who ſupport 
them, have no further Concern: They ſcem 
to think it ſufficient to lay, Behold, thou art 
made whole, go thy way; forgetting that wiſe 
and affectionate Addition made by Our Lord, 
ſin no more, leſt a worſe Thing come unto thee : (% 
But this muſt be the Effect of a very ſuperficial 
Way of Thinking, and the Want of knowing, 
or confideri 
Happineſs of” the Life that now is (d) depends 
upon the proper Influence of RELIGIOUS 
Principles: Without this Care, vou do but 
HADE,. the” Wark, and, "which is more, 

TY" MT . n9 28 0 neglect 


a) gro. ie. 355 0 hour. 21; 49 John v. 14. 
27 1 Tim. iv. 8. F "ti | 


how much the Peace and 


( 14 ) 


neglect the better Part: (a) If it is your 


Deſire that the Health, to which they are | 


reſtor d, may prove a Bleſſing ; ; if you would 
reap the Fruit of your own Humanity and 


Compaſſion ; if you would have them uſeful 


in the World, or even grateful to yourſelves, 
you muſt cultivate a juſt Sense of RELIGION 


in their Minds: And may I not add, that there 


would be a peculiar Inhumanity in intercepting 
from the Afflicted in this World the reviving 
Proſpects of another : It is therefore, you fee, 
of the utmoſt Conſequence in every Light, 
that the Offices of Religion ſhould. be regularly 
. perform'd, and the Comtorts of it conſtantly 


diſpenſed in Theſe Houſes of Mercy, which 


by this Means will acquire a juſter Chaim, a 
more undiſputed Title, to b eDgag\ng 
Appellation. (4). 

Wu Our Bleſſed 5 vpon Earth, 
we read, that much People follow'd 2 
becauſe be ang all een * 1 d 

a 


(4) Luke x 


© I might 485 that ez | Gare of this Lind | is 


peeutarly ſeaſon at preſent: 'The Common People, who 


formerly were, in the main, ſober abd diſpos d, have 
departed from mes antient Docegey ay licity, and are, 
to an ez! Degree, n ate. 8 riety, Deference to 
2 and even a to the Name ch Majeſty of 
are almoſt 5 laid aide. In ſhort, there is ſuch a 
ew and barefac? Gerten of all Laws Divine and Human, 
a threatens the Happine and Proſper! ty 2 this Nation; 
od, whatever Men may imagine, is not an unconcern 'd 
Spectator of what we do. It is of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to remedy- theſe Evils, becauſe it is impoſſible tor any People 
to thrive or flouriſh, n they prevail, — 


( 15 ) 
all Manner of ' Diſeaſe among the People. (a) 
It was this tender and compaſſionate Care of 
the Bodies of Men which firſt drew the 
Multitude after him: They did not know 
how ſoon they might ſtand in need of the 
fame Goodneſs and Compaſſion, which thus 
diſpens'd Eaſe and Health to all around him: 
By thus removing their Bodily Infirmities, he 
gain'd the eaſier Admiſſion to their Hearts; 
and there can be no Doubt but that the tender 
Concern which he expreſs'd for Diſtreſs of 
every Kind, and the gracious Attention which 
he paid to every Complaint, gave Life and 
Weight to his Diſcourſes: Accordingly, we 
find Our Bleſſed Saviour, after he had reliev'd 
their Infirmities, and cur'd their Diſeaſes, 
taking this favourable Oppottunity, while 
they were affected and warm'd with a Senſe 
of the Bleſſing they had receiv'd, purſuing 
the Great End of his Coming into the World, 
and promoting their Eternal Intereſts ; per- 
forming the important Cure, in Compariſon 
of which all other were {hght and trivial, of 
rectifying their Opinions and Practices, and 
forming their Minds upon the noble Principles 
of True Religion and Solid Virtue. 
AND here I muſt digreſs a little. If theſe 
Accounts of Our Bleſſed Saviour are true, it 
s abſurd to ſuppoſe that ſuch a Friend and 
Lover of Mankind could: intend to impoſe 
upon and deceive them; or that He, who 
| "WA _ expreſs'd 
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(a) Match. iv. 23. 


(16) 
expreſs'd ſuch a conſtant and uniform. 
Compaſſion for their Bodies, could deſign to 
enſlave their Minds: And therefore the 
Arguments of Thoſe, who would repreſent] 
Our Saviour as an Impoſtor, labour under 
this great and apparent Diſadvantage, that it 
is, to the higheſt Degree, improbable, that al 
Perſon, who led a Life fo uſeful and beneficial} 
to the World, ſhould at the ſame Time mean 
only to impoſe upon and enflave it: With! 
what Colour, or even Shadow of Reaſon, 
a Deceiver can. be ſuppos'd to act ſuch an 
open, diſintereſted Part, will be difficult, 
very difficult, to ſay; but how he ſhould have 
the Power to act ſuch a Part, as was acted by 
Our Lord and Maſter, can never be made 
out in ſuch a Manner as will not reflect upon 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God: There would 
probably have been ſome unguarded Moments, 
when the Diſguiſe would have been off, ſome 
Appearancesof Vanity and Oſtentation, ſome} 
Footſteps of Pride and Ambition would have 
betray'd themſelves; and never was any Life 
or Conduct more narrowly watch'd than that 
of Our Bleſſed Saviour: But there was no 
one Symptom of Deceit, neither was Gui 
found in his Mouth : (a) All was of a Piece; 
there was one uninterrupted Courſe of the 
trueſt Benevolence and Diſintereſtedneſs; andi 
no Miſconſtructions, or even Reproaches, 
could divert him from conſulting and a 
with] 


(e) 1 Pet. ii. 22. 
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17 
with the greateſt Confiſtency- and Steadineſs, 
the real Happineſs of Mankind. There tauſt 
ſurely be a peculiar Injuſtice and Malignity 
in aſperſing ſo unblemiſh'd and faultleſs a 
Character. 

Bur, to return, in n many Charitable Caſes, 
that preſent themſelves to you, you are 
doubtful as to the Object, whether he really 
deſerves the Relief and Compaſſion which he 
ſolicites; in many you are over-reach'd by a 
falſe Shew of Diſtreſs; in many you are 
overcome by Importunity ; and in ſome your 
Compaſſion plainly gets the better of your 
judgment, and you are carried on by a Kind 
of good-natur'd Inſtinct, whilſt — Pleaſure 
of Giving is very much pall'd for Want of 
Choice and Diſcretion: But here you are 
ſure you are right, as to your Objects, as well 
as to the Manner of relieving them: Here no 
Counterfeits dare to intrude, where they are 
ſure of being detected, and oblig d to give 
way to real Diſtreſs: Here therefore your 
Charity, like the Dew of Heaven upon 
a bafren and dry Land, where no Water is, (a) 
deſcends where it is moſt wanted, in ſeaſonable 
and refreſhing Showers. 

Wren a Limb is broken, or a Conſtitution 
waſted with Pain and Mi ifery, your: Charity 
cannot err: You know it is uſefully employ'd 
in taking Care of ſuch an Object; and you 
have the Pleaſure of - being: ſatisfied, that 


you 
| (a) Pſ. Lxiii. 1. 


Publick Service: But the Uſes and Advantages 


you are doing real Service, not only to that 
particular Perſon, but to the Community, of 
which he is at preſent ah uſeleſs, and therefore 
burthenſome, Member, 4 
Ix ſhort, whatever is of publick Utility 
ſhould be Matter of pablick Concern; but 
the Strength and Limbs. of the Induſtrious 
Poor are plainly of publick Utility: It is a 
wile, and even frugal, as well as charitable, I 
Meaſure to erect INFIRMARIES. for the 
Poor, where they may find effectual and 
ſpeedy Help, and conſequently be the ſooner | 
releas d from the Neceflity they are under of 
witholding their Proportion of Labour in the 


of Theſe INFIRMARIES are now ſo well 
underſtood, that it is as difficult to ſay any 
thing new upon this Subject, as it is, J hope, 
needleſs. Indeed, they plead for themſelves 
in a Manner not to be reſiſted; there 1s 
nothing to be ſaid againft them, and every 
Thing to be faid for them: You promote the 
Happine of your Country in more Senfes 
than one, you reſtore declining Strength and 
declining Virtue : You relieve private Diſtreſs, 
you ſerve the Publick ; and ydu make one of 
the beſt and wiſeſt Uſes of the Bleflings of 
Heaven: If Our Compaſſionate Redemer tven? 
about healing all Manner of Sickneſi, and all 
Manner f Diſeaſe among the People; (a) it 
is HIS Wort that We are engag d in: It was 
in 


(a) Matth. iv; 23. ; 


— 


(19) 

in this Manner He was employ'd when He 
guet among us; (a) and tho' it is not in our 
Power to ſay, I cuil, be thau clean; (b) Ariſe, 
take 1p thy Bed, and walk; (c) yet, by gium 
Medicines to heal their Sickneſs, and through 
the Divine Bleſſing, we have the Pleaſure 
ind the Reward of every Day ſeeing the 
Lame walk; (d) and 'Thofe, who were taken 
with divers Diſeaſes and Torments, releas d 
from their Infirmzties and Pains, and reſtor d 
HE Price of: a few of our expentive 
Pleaſuxes, converted to this pious and excellent 
Vie, may turn to more Account than the 
Thoughtleſs and Voluptuous allow themſelves 
W lime to conſider ; and by giving us a Tafts 
of True Pleaſures, may more effectually 
teure us againſt the Snares of Falſe; Let us 
rar the Words of Our Bleſſed Saviour, 
which deſerve our greateſt Attention, Provide 
br yourſelves Bags which wax not old, a 
** in the Heavens that faileth not: (e) 
ind why do we not transfer this Advice to 
ur Pleaſures, Provide. yourſelves Pleaſures, 
lot ſuch as are but for a Moment, and periſh in 
(te Hing; () but ſuch as are rational, and 
berefore laſting ; ſuch, as will not only bear, 
ut grow upon, Reflection; ſuch, as leave 
lo Diſguſt; or Bitterneſs, or Satiety behind 
em; ſuch as are new to us every Morning, 
| and 


| (a) Jobn i. 14. (3) Matth. viii. 3. (e) John v. 8. 
Match. xi. 5. (e) Luke xii. 33. % Col. ii. 22. 


620) 
and can always entertain and ſatisfy; in a 
Word, ſuch as, like that Heavenly Virtue 
which inſpires them, never fail. 

IT is on "Theſe Occaſions, if on any, that 
Wealth and Affluence are to be enviea ; for 
whilſt Others muſt content themſelves with 
doing their Diligence gladly to give of their 
Little; (a) They, whoarerichint#hisWorld,(b) 
can indulge. their generous Sentiments, and 
can contribute to. Theſe Excellent Deſigns 
with a Munificence proportion 'd to their 
Uſefulneſs and Importance; and, by making 
this wiſe and happy Uſe of cheir preſent 
uncertain Poſſeſſions, ſecure to themſelves 
an Inheritance incorruptible and iN: and 
that 1 not aw 


